
Using Discoverer
as the AQS 

ad hoc Query Tool




Goals for this class


z Overview of building a query 
z Editing an existing query 
z Build a query to answer a 

typical question 
z Questions 
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What Can Discoverer Produce?


z Data Listing Reports


z 

z Graphs & Charts


Cross-Tabulation Reports (Pivot Tables) 
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Key Terminology


Interface to database = End User Layer 
Grouping of Tables = Business Area 
Group of worksheets = Workbook 

Tables Folders 
Columns Items 
Rows Records 
Queries Worksheets 
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What you need


z	 AQS userid and password 
z	 Java-enabled Web browser (Sun Java 1.5 

update 11 recommended) 
z	 url: 

https://iasint.rtpnc.epa.gov/discoverer/plus 
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https://iasint.rtpnc.epa.gov/discoverer/plus
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Starting Discoverer Plus 



Create a Connection
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Successful connection
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Create/Open a Workbook
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Creating a New Workbook


z	 Use the 
Workbook 
Wizard 

z	 Start with a 
simple goal in 
mind – e.g., 
Find the 
states in 
your region 
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Selecting Items


z	 AQS basic is 
the simplest 
Business Area 

z Scroll through 

list of folders


z Expand a folder 

to see its items
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Selecting Items, cont’d


z	 Highlight items 
and move them 
to the Selected 
side by clicking 

on the right 
arrow 
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Conditions
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Conditions, cont’d
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Conditions, cont’d
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Calculations
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Calculations, cont’d
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Table Layout


Click and drag 
headings to 
desired order 
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Table Layout, cont’d
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Sorts 
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Results
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Demonstration


z Editing an existing query


z Developing new queries
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